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THE HOLSTEINER HORSE ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA LTD

  "BREED STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE"
General Impression:  A large framed well balanced horse, displaying a bold and noble bearing.  The mares should show refinement and femininity: the stallions boldness and masculinity, at the same time displaying an impeccable temperament.  The general impression should be one of refinement, balance, agility, suppleness and alert intelligence.

Size:  A Holsteiner mare must measure a minimum of 15.2 hh and a Holsteiner Stallion 16 hh to be eligible for registration.  The measurement is taken from the highest point of the wither.

Teeth:  Excessive overshot or undershot, or parrot-mouth will cause disqualification.

Eyes:  Large, alert, kind and expressive, well set to the side of the head.

Throat Latch :  Clean and well defined, allowing ample room for flexion at the poll.

Neck:  Sufficiently high set, blending smoothly and cleanly into the withers with good length of rein.

Shoulder:  Long sloping and well angulated allowing for a free swinging stride and alert head/neck carriage; well muscled forearm.

Body:  Large framed, deep bodied, well muscled, long boned, balanced and well proportioned.  Wither should be well defined with a short back and strong flat connection into the loins.  The horse should appear to be short along the top line with a lengthy underline.

Hind Quarters:  Long well muscled hip, thigh and gaskin, the highest point of the croup to be the same height from the ground as the  withers; tail set neither excessively high or low, but smoothly rounding off the rump.

Legs:  Large boned, with the length in proportion to the body, set straight and parallel when viewed from the front and back; straight, true and squarely set when viewed from the side with hooves pointing directly ahead; strong cannons; pasterns sloping approximately 45 degrees and blending smoothly with no change of angle from hooves to the ground.

Hooves:  To be strong, of a rounded and compact shape and sufficiently large enough for the size of the horse.  the heels should be wide without being flat

Gait:  Smooth and fluid with large mechanics, good suspension and naturally free moving.  The horse should display suppleness with rounded action and a strong push from the hocks.

Colour:  Solid colours only are acceptable.  Bay, black , brown, chestnut or grey.

Temperament:  Good temperament is of the utmost importance, curious, alert, intelligent and friendly.
